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t Cor. 1.10. Now 7 beſeech you Brethren, by the Name of our Lord 
Feſus Chrift, that ye all ſpeak one thing, an1 that there be no diſſeu- 

tions, &nong you ; but that ye be knit together in one mind and in ons 


judgment. 


|) Dear Friends and Brethren, &c. 
I Salute you all in that firſt Love wherewith 


= God loved us, and we ſo dearly loved one 

” another . In my old Age I canuot forget 

-. thoſe times and ſeaſons of comfortable Refreſh» 

ments we have cnjoyed together in the holy _ 

 Titof our heavenly Father : Praiſed be his blefled 
-.. Name for ever. 

That which is in my Heart to you in this E- 
piſtle, is to remind you of that free love of God, 
that viſited us in our low Eſtate, when we were 
caſt out (as it were) into the openField, void of 
all Shelter,” as in a weary Land, quite tired arid 
weary of every thing : 'Then was made known - 

to us the hiding place from the Storms,&c. which 
Sa ts > A We 


t 


 , we found tsbeas a Rock in that wea 
” * Wilderneſs State and Condition. 
; My Dear Friends, you that know and-can wit- 
neſs what I write,” what remains but that we 

love (Him) Se op loved (Us) and one ano- 

ther in him ? Th former. will appear_by our 
keeping his Commandments, and the latter 'by 
our diligent and - tender watchfuineſs one over 
another, for our” preſervation in the ſame love 
unto the end. 

Remembring, that all miſcarriages both to- 
wards God and towards one another, ariſe and 
ſpring:eommonly from the decay of Love ; this 
procitgg, that dreadful threatning to Epheſus of 

ving her Golden Candelſtick removed, becauſe 
ſhe had left her firſt Love, &c. 


I doubt no: but there are thoſe yet lefr amons 


us, that can remember that eſteem and good Per- _ 


{waſton that many People had of the Truth, and 
of thoſe that profeſs'd ir art the beginning, becauſe 
| we loved one another; and therefore many con- 
cluded we were rhe. Diſciples of Chriſt, and it 
may be obſerved that becauſe Peter knew Man's 
Heart is not more ready to deceive him in any 


thing than concerning truce and unfeigaed Love, / 


he prefers not his own knowledge of his Heart, 
but appeals to Chriſt's knowledge of it, viz, 
Lord thou knoweſt I lowe thee. 

And becaule true love to the Brethren is ſuch 


an excellent Grace and Vertue, the Primitive 
Chriſtians counted it a ſign of their Regenera- 
tion, ſaying, we know we are paſſed from Death 
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| ' to Life becauſe we love 


the Brethren ; But ſee» 
ing there is an hypocritical fawaing, that looks 
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Fi 


- likeLove, the Apoſtle ſharply reproves that in 
. aying, Let your Love be without Diſſimulation. + 


"Therefore as God's free love in Chriſt Jeſus 
was the caule of our gathering to be a People 
at the Beginning, who were not a People, but 
gathered us (as it were) out of all fortsof Pro 
teſſions.of Religion, to be a People to his Praiſe, 


' and did, according to his promiſe, Fer. 3. 15, 16. 


Raiſe up Paſtors according ro his own Heart, that 
fed us with Divine Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 
which was in ſome meaſure the fulflling of thac 
Prophecy. So that we purſued after the ſub- 
ſtance, which is Chriſt Jeſs ; and left the Sha- 
dows, Ceremonies and Figures, as ending 1n 
him the Subſtance ; of which Figures the Ark of 
the Covenant under the old Law was Chief, as 


' Feremiah Propherically ſpeaking of the Goſpel 


times, ſaying, I» thoſe dars, ſaith the Lord, 
the ſhall ſay no more the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord, neither ſhall it come upon th: Heart (as the 


| Margent hath it) #either ſhall they go after it, &c. 


Now, Dear Friends, feeins we began in the 


Subſtance which was the appearance of Chrift 


\ 


Jelus in Spirit and Power: Let all watchand be. 


Careful that they turn not aſide, leſt by hearkeg- 


ing to the Fleſhly Wiſdom and Carnal Reaſon- 
ings any of you fall back agaia into the Naturals, 
where the Shadows pals tor Subſtances, and ſo 


\ become bewildered again, and at a greater lols 
than you were in before ; for then it may be ſaid, 


\ i! 


A 2 it 


It had b:en better for you that you had never. 
the way of Truth, viz. {better} not only*becauſe 
it will be harder to return again thag before your 
firſt Convincement ; bur alſo the Fiery Furnace 
through which ſuch muſt paſs willbe hotter, be- 
cauſe the ſtate the Backſlider is fallen into 1s ag- 
eravated by his being once Enlightened,*which 
renders that condition [ear] unto impoſſibility 
of returning, according to Heb. 6.'5, 6. 
This I ſpeak as a warning toall concern'd, that 
they which ſtand (or think they ſtand) may 
take hecd leſt they fall, for bleſſed is the Man 


that feareth always ; becauſe he chat caſteth a- - 


way true fear wjll reſtrain Prayer, and the re- 
{training Prayer will dilcover the Irreligious and 
Careleſs; and the Hypocrite doth not truly diſcern 
Prayer, though he makes long Prayers. * 


Therefore Dear Friends, as you would perſe- . 


vere unto the ene in your-Spiritual Union with 
God, and Communion one with another, and as 
you would have ſuch as ſhould be ſaved added to 
the Church, and that the number of them may 


be increaſed through the World, untill rhe King- 
doms thereof become the Kingdoms of the Lord . 
and his Chriſt's, which muſt be accompliſhed, and * / 
the Miſtery of God finiſhed, Rev. 10. 7. com- 


pared with 11. 15. 
I ſay, as you deſire the accompliſhment. of all 
theſe things in their ſeaſon, what manner of Peo- 


ple ought you to be inall Godlineſs of Converſa- ' 


tion? Which brancheth our it ſelf into all parti- 


. culars of Religion, and the duties thereof, as /|' 
Chilares | 
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ill at. Chilaren to Parents, Sabjefts to their Governors, 


- 


Wives to Flusbands, Servants to Maſters, and the 
Tonnger tO the Elder, &c. as the Apoſtle writes 
to 7:#w ; which Exhortation would be to no 
purpole did not the Grace of God appear to them 
all-; therefore he ſaith, [ For] the Grace of God 
appears Foall, &'c. whereby the Apoltle exaits the 
Soveraignty of Grace for che pertormance of all 
theſe Duties, ſaying in a certain place, The Unity 


| '»of the Spirit is kept tn the Lond of Peace, for 


Peace mult be keptin all the States and Condirti- 


- ons God hath placed People in ; Peace and Love 


beiog the Bond that will preſerve in the Unity 
both. with God and one with another. 

The Children of God arc bound together (as 
it were) in the bundle of Life, and as they con- 
tinue { ſo bound] the Gates of Hell can never 
prevail againſt them ; bur if any ſeparate from 
that bundle of Life, and Unity in the Spirit they 
are ſoon broke. Thercfore Texhort all to keep 
the Unity of the Spirit in the, Bond of Peace, 
dnd then will you abide in the new Covenant 
that is ordered in all things, and ſure, as the laſt 
Words of David teſtifie, in the 2 Sam 23. 5. 

For altho* the great Covenant is between the 
Father and his Son Chrift Feſws, yet that Cove- 
nant is derived from the Father to all hisChildren 
in Chriſt Jeſ#s ; ſothat every Particular (accor- 
ding to their meaſure) can fay with holy David, 
1hou haſt made with | Me] an everlaſting” Cove- 
nant, Oe. 25 they abidein the Unity of the Spi- 


Flt and Bond of Peace. 
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But if this Unity. of the 
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from by diſorderly walking, and tun! li 
ly after this preſent World, haſting to'be Rich, 
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&'c. Such oftentimes miſcarry, not- only to the - 


loſs of their own. Eſtates, and ruin ef their {a- 
milies; but alſo to the wrong of their Neigh- 
bours, and above all to the diſhonaur of. there 
holy Prefefſion, and cauſing the way of Truth 
to be evil ſpoken of, &#r. © 

Let not ſuch deceive” theraſelves by thinking 

{ſuch miſcarriages may be ſalved qver, or covered 
with an outward and formal*Profethion of the 
Truth ; for God is not fotied to any Profeſſion, 
that they ſhould be ar liberty to walk after the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, and ' to pleaſe themſelves ; 
but if we break Covenant with him; he is not 
bound to keepCovenant with uszbut the breach is 
always firſt on Man's part.as the Prophet Zachary 
ipeaks,46.10,11,which was ſignified by the two 
Staffes, Beauty and Binds, laying, And Itook my 
ſtaff, even Beauty, and cut it aſunder, that I might 
break the Conenant that 1 had made with all People, 
and it was broken” in that day, and the Poorof 
the Flock that waited apon God knew that it was 
the Wordof the Lord. 

And when the Unity of the Spirit is departed 
from, and the Bond of Peace +broken, the other 
Staif Banas (which {ignited their ourward Form 
or ' Diſcipline) could nor keeps them: together ; 
. but God ſoon cut that aſunder alſo, that he mighc 

break the Brotherhood berween Judah and 1/ree!, 
for the Brotherhood between Judah and 1/reel of 
wah Heb 34a,” hs the bes” 
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required ; but they were departed from the holy 
Spirit of God, therefore ir foliows ; But zo this 
| Man will 1 look, {aith the Lord, even to him that us 
| Poor, and. of a Contrize Spirit, and trembleth at 
| my Word. © 
* © Dear Friends, Let us becarefulto keep to the 
Laws of the Houſe upon the top of the Mount, 
which is [Holineſs round about] Exzck. 43. 12. If 
Holiaeſs be round about, then God [*] there, 
| _ according to his' Promiſe, and Chriſt is in the 
| midſt, be the number never ſo ſmall, yet it may 
be:called the Hauſe upon the top of the Mount, 
becauſe THE LORD IS THERE; then there 
. * 15 0 room for Formality or carnal Liberties, nor 
'. any thing elſe that tends not to Holineſs and 
Purity. 
But whatever advanceth and promotes Holi- 
neſs round about, even in all our Ways, Words 
| ; and Attions, that the Doftrineaccording to God- 


' lyneſs may be maintained, even that Godlineſs 
that is in Chri/t Feſw, altho* we ſuffer Perſecuti- 

| on for it. . 
The Name of this Houſe, THE LORD TIS 
THERE, will end all other Names, as it is fore- 
told, that the time ſhall come that the Lord ſhall 
be (Oze) and his Name (Oze) in all the Earth. 
His Name is his Power, and Preſence of his 
A 4 Spirit 
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"Spirit and Glory, and as we give up wholly to | 
_ his diſpoſe and ordering of us,” then it will bez -* 
| 


[ outwardly at the Dedication of -the- Temple, 


_ ry than atthe' beginning ; wt 
rentimes'did the Work of the Miniſtry to Gog's 


| 


with us inwardly in all our Mcetings, as it was 


which God took ſo kindly at the hands of Solo- 
mon,that he would not dwell in it himſelf (tho? it 
wasfo' much fam'd in theWorld)but gave it up to 
the Lord, thar God; ſo filled the Houſe with his 
Glory, that the Prieſts could not enter in, as it is 
writtenin 2 Chro.7, and not only ſo,but God pro- 
vided {uch plenty of Sacrifices, that there was 
{carce room toreceive them. | 

* Andas, we give upto"the Divine Power of 
God (as Peter calls it) that will make us Parta- 
kers of albthings that pertain to:Lifeand Godli- 
neſs; and fo fill our Meetings with greater Glo- 
g - when few. Words of 


Praiſe and Glory, and to th: Comfort and Satis- 
faction of the Souls of his People. 

Theſe Paſtors which God raiſed up at. the be- 
ginning (according to his ewnHeart ) went out 
ro God" Work as Abraham did'out of his Coun- 
try and Fathers Houſe, nor knowing whither), 


ſo they not queſtioning God's Aſſiſtance, or dil- 


poſal of them ia his Service, and like 1/rae/ when 
they left Egypr, and ſet forth their rhree Days 


| Journey, ſaying, We know. not wherewith we ſhall 
ſerve God untill we come there. 


So poor in Spirit were (they) in that day, and 


focloſely kept (hey) retired unto the Light and 
Meaſure of the Spirit of Chriſt within, that they 


durtt 
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|| "qurſt not. (our of - an holy Fear ) open their 


Mouths, till the Word of the Lord came, (/«y- 
ing) as the Prophet Feremy ſpeaks, and when 
that ſtop'd (ſaying) they had done ([peaking) 
until (zr) came again. 

This was one great cauſe wherefore the Truth 
at the beginning ſo mightily grew and proſpered, 
together with the holy Converſations (anſwer- 
able thereunto) of thoſe that received the Truth 


'q » in the love of it, into the good and horeff Heart, 
® as ic is written, &c. | 


Theſe things I write unto you by way of re- 
membrance to ſtir up your pure Minds to follow 
theſe good Examples, that thoſe of latter times 
may beware of luſting to ſpeak many Words, and 
of thinking that may do the buſineſs of the Mini- 
ſry, and of lufting to Preach or Pray, to grati- 
fie-ag itching Ear after ſpeaking, or ſometimes 
to ſhew their Gifts and Elocution for. Applauſe. 
This is not ſpoken to-{top the Motion of God's 
SPirit in ay, nor to diſpiſe Youth truly SanCtifi- 


* cd and Gifted, but that none may be exalted * 


when'they Tee People atteRted with their Mini- 
itry.. Pray obſerve Chriſt's Caution to thoſe 
early Meſſengers, that came and told him, that 
unclean Spirits were ſubject to them, &c.. by ad- 
viling them not to Rejoyce in that, but rather 
that their Names were writren in Heaven, Luke 
I9.20. This 'may be a Caution to all thoſe of 
lower Attainments and leſs Authority, who had 
need totake heed of Popularity, or ſtriving for a 
Name on Earth, but 'be ſure their Names are 


Recorded in Heaven, Tino. 


-_ 
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Qualified) yet Paul in his Epiſtle to him(argo 
other Counſel that he- gives him) he*® adviſes 


| him toExhort che Younger Women, as Siſters, 


[with all Purity.] 7imoby was a Young Men, 


and probably attended with Temptations of ' 


Youth ; therefore Paul! adviſeth him t> ſhun 
Touthfal Luſts, and inſtructs him tob= careful in 
his Exhortation to Young Women, that he doit 
[with all Purity.) leaſt any ſinifter or þy-end 
ſhould creep' in to defle, and ſo fruftrat%his 
Exhortation, &#. A good Caution toall Young 
Men, that are but Young Preachers alto, "9 
Thoſe Paſtors after God's own Heart, at the 
Beginning, kept much to the Word of Exhorta- 
tiog, to the Light of Chriſt in the Conſcience, 
as a Seed that was Sown for-the: Righteous to 
bring forth a plentiful Crop of Holineſs co,the 
Lord; from whence alſo " £agh pure Living 
Praiſes to the Almighty, for bequeathing fucha 
Legacy and Gift through Chriſt Jeſus,,unto ſuch- 
poor Orphans as we were at the day, when as to 
Religion we could call no Man Father on Earth, 


nay, we ſcarcely durſt call God Father, in,that + 
ſtate we were then in, at. our firſt Convince" 


ment. Yet Ican ſay, with many more at that 


day, viz, In God the Fatherleſs found Mercy, 


through Jeſus Chriſt. 
Let all be careful how any meddle by way of 
Prophecy of Times and Seaſons, ſo as to fix De- 


{truftions and Deſolations to be on (or within) - 


ſuch a certain time, &c. But keep to the form of 
| lound 
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- bg f k Wo d: 4 Goſpel PoAtrine Gaſes in ha- 
- Jy ct prure/ and Examplesof Goſpel Minifters, 
and notto be too poſitive aboutf Perſons, Places 
- and Things; which if imaginary , preſump- 
$ ruoufor miſtaken, proves to the great diſhonour 
'© of Trath, and ſtumbling of many, if not to the 

| niſring an occaſion of Atheiſm, to ſuch as 


PI for opportunities thereuato, and allo to 


+ Sue fil not to regard true Prephets. 


EP | "Preachers among us (as all true 

hers s do) minded more the Goodnels and 

| SSigverity of [thoſe that came among us, than they 
did the 04 of the People ; their Bulineſs and 

Meſſage was to gather the poor loſt Sheep of the 


{ec of 1/rael, and to call Sinners not 'onlyro 
change their Opinions, , but to change their 
-- Hearts, Lives and Converſations, that ſuch 
night be added tothe Church as ſhould be ſaved; 
and in all things they ſhewed themſelves work- 
> men, that need aot be aſhamed ; they were ex- 
1 he the Word and DoRrine, and knew 

at a bare Convincement in the Judgment and 


.1\- * Underſtanding was not ſufficient to make Diſci- 


ples of Chriſt, and that unhewen Stones (as they 


: |. came out of the Quarry) were not fit to build 


God an Houle to dwell 1n ; but would rather 
prove a diſgrace to the Workman that uſerh 


' F .. ther, and adiſhonour tothe whole Building, if 
| made uſe of; for ſuch unskilful Builders in- 


deed may well be aſhamed of their Work, and 
giyc IT over till they are better experienced. 


Therefore 


There fore f ich | tek to "be Terhembſed 4s 


have ſpoken unto us the Word of God, Whoſe 


Faith follow, cofiſidering rhe end of thi _ 
verlation, Chriſt Jeſus, the {ame yeſterday, 

day, and for ever, as Heb. 13, 7,8, 9. an 
you be not carried about with divers an ira c 


a Coaky 


racy | 
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oy 


DoQrines; for it is a good thing, that the = x 
be eſtabliſhed with Grace, and not with Dleagg = 4 | 


as faith the Apoftle. 


Therefore Dear Friends and Brethren, let s41l-. bY, 


abide with Godin the Cling wherevataheh 
called us ; and none to ſtrive for Maſtery,nor, code: 
many Mafters, and to ſet up as-*twere for thein- 
ſelves, bur all to ſerve the full time of Silence, in 
order to be Well-experienced in the Word: afid, 
Doctrine ; and when you are throughly [of God. 


taught] your ſelves, you will- underſtand; and. 


leara of him how to inſtruQ others.. 


71 
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Bur let all, in the firſt place, learn wel] te. S 


DoFrine of Self. denial, ſubmitting our ſelves £9 
God in Chriſt Jefus. So will every ane know * 
their Place and Service in the Houſe (or Church) 
of the Living God ; where none that; are really” 
Members of it, but will ſubmit to the Laws there- 
of; which are [fl Dolineſs round about} and 
God in the mid, judging out all Stubbornneſs 
Self-willednels, and all that Wickednels of Jea- 
louſies, Evil Surmiſings, Whiſperings and Back- 
birings, &c. Which produce Diſcord and Diviſi- 

; And all as little Children, and ſerving one 
ke in Love, and the Pounger receiving the 


Counſel and Advice of the Elder, imbracing ic - 


thank- 


ani s. * —_—_—_ " 
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thankfully for God's Glory, and their own Be. 
nefit and Comfort : So will all, from the higheſt 
-" to the loweſt, ſubmit one to the other in true 
ay Love: and godly Simplicity for Edification and 
-Prefetvation of the whole. And then forgiving 
Forgetting all former diſtances; that in the 
-©Vany of. the Spirit you may all knit together 
 [** by the Bond of Peace ; and the Gates of Hell ſhall 
" nevet prevail againſt you, but you ſhall remain 


"eo ' , 
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People to God's Glory, and your own Com- 
Fort; And fo. you will abide in the pure Reli- 
gion; ugſpotted from the World ; manifeſting 
plainly, that. you have received a Kingdom that 
*cannor be ſhaken, by all that Noile and Clamour 
\thatiis' made againſt you, &c. 

- Which Kingdom, as it'came not by outward 


= 
; 
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;:Obſervation, ſo it Rands net in Word or Opigi- 
/þ © -on, nor Fet in Meat and Drink, but in Righ- 
1. eouſneſs and Peace, and in Joy in the Holy 
| Ghoſt, and [he] that « in theſe things ((aith the 
"Jt Apoſtle, Rom. 14.17, 18.) ſerveth Chriſt; (ſuch a 
{| Man or Woman) is accepted of God, and ap- 
*',- proved of Men; having this Evidence fixed to 
4, - thispure Religion, v:z. of Father, Son and Spirit, 
j and all good Men,as being that only pure & mer- 
ciful Religion before God and the Father, that 

! _ the Apoſtle Fames hath given (as it were) a 
| ſhort Definition or Deſcription of ; James 1, 27, 
So that whoever Profeſſeth this pure Religi- 
on, and abides and continues in the' ſame, 
| bringing forth in his whole Life and Conver- 
, ſation the pure and- holy Fruits thereof, need 
; nor 
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not only given to beliegs Frog ut alſo to -tbf5e--- 

for the ſame, which hath been; and is a great 
Confirmation to many, by chat {weet: Power”. fo 
and Preſence of God,that hath aſſiſted themcin 

their Afflitions and Exerciſes, both from'within' 6 
and win and joyfully (in that needful : 

of great and ſharp Trials) th it& Is 

rits to their great SatisfaQion at 

to the Eteraal Praiſe of God's mi 

Bleſſed Name for ever, Amen. 


Rentford,the 26th of the 
3d Month, 1098, 


not be aſhamed of it; for to ſuch 'ari one, "Pk - 
not only given to believe it, but alſo to" oh 

for the ſame, which hath been; and is a 
Confirmation to many, by that ſweet Powers? 
and Preſence of God,that hath aſſiſted thenin all, » 
their Aflitions and Exerciſes, both from withi I 
and without, and joyfully (in that ncedful tin $2, | 
of grear and ſharp Trials) born up theit Spi- + 
rits to their great SatisfaQion and Comfort, and 

to the Eteraal Praiſe of God's moſt" Holy and 
Bleſſed Name for ever, Amen. 


Rertford,the 26th of the P | 
3d Month, 1698. | 7 obn c ook, 


d., 


A Poſt{crpt. 


Dear Friends, 
FF ET not your outward Concerns prevent 
, Your Religious Meetings and Service on the 
Week Days, leſt the Earthly Spirit get up a- 
g410, and bury you before your time ; but meet 
in the Faith that you ſhall meet with God, whe- 
ther you hear Words ſpoken outwardly or not; 
ſo by retiring into the inward and ſpiritualGrace 
ou will avoid the extreams of deadFormality and 


falſe Liberty, and witneſs that [pure Silence] 


wherein was felt the Breaſt that inwardly 
Nouriſhed, and thofe Paps that gave us Suck, 
when we were Young. 

When Chriſt aſcended he 6ommanded his 
Diſciples to [wait] for Power from on high, 
the Promiſe of the Holy Spirit, which (accord- 
ingito his Promiſe) fell upon them when they 


; Were [met] togcrher with one accord, and the 


| 
( 


Apoſtle in 2 Thef. e. 2. exharts them by their 
gathering together in Chriſt, &c. Seeming to 
uſe their Meeting together as an argument to 
keep down that Wicked One, and them from 


[that] falling away he ſpeaks of, &«. 
Therefore 


Therefore, Deer Friends and Brethren, be di- | 
ligent in your Mectings together in God's Fear + 


and Service, and that will procure his Bleflin 
upon your diligence in your particular Callings; 


therefore-I beſeech you ſtir up and exhort oge an- þ 


other thereunto, by the Elder giving good Ex- 
amples to the Younger ſort, who are apt to eon- 


tent themſelves with going to Meetings on the - 


ww." 
-—_— 


Firſt Days only ; and then 300. many, inſtead of 
waiting and exerciſing Faith, to meet with the- 


teachings of the Spirit of God in their inward 

, only exerciſe their outward Ears in hear- 
ing what may be ſpoken orgwardly, which in 
tender Love and good will ro the Souls of all, I 
defire may be preveated for the future, 


Farewell. 


John Crook. 


LON D 0*N, 


Printed and Sold by T. Sowle, near the Meeting«Honſe, 
in Yhite- Hart-Conrt in Grace-Church-Street, and at 
the Bible in Leaden-hall-ſtreet, near the Marker, 1698. 


